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both in Church and State.1 The monks of Canterbury
remembered him most unpleasantly of all as the archbishop
who had actually laid the foundation of a rival chapter of
secular canons and was involved in continual and expensive
litigation, both with them and the neighbouring convent of
Rochester.3 His lack of success as archbishop would seem
to have been due to the strength of the opposition, to the
difficulty and variety of the problems which harassed him,
perhaps to mistakes in tactics, but scarcely to incompetence
or lack of experience.
Stories and surmise have played about the association of
Richard Wych with St, Edmund in the last years of the
archbishop's life,3 when Richard was chancellor in his
household, accompanied him into exile at Pontigny, after-
wards acting as his executor4 and an important witness in
the process of canonization. The Dominican biographer
of St. Richard, Brother Ralph, dated from his friendship
with St. Edmund a complete change in Richard's way of
life, a gradual progress thenceforward towards the merits
of sanctity.5 And certainly, of Richard Wych's youth,
nothing seems to have been testified in the process of his
canonization6 except that he was a young man of good
family and much ability, who preferred his life and prospects
at Oxford to the opportunity of a successful marriage and
the control of his father's estates, and who in spite of
youth was elected chancellor of the Oxford schools. Yet,
after the death of St. Edmund, Richard, instead of returning
to Oxford, where he had met with so much success, went
to a Dominican house at Orleans to study theology, built
an oratory to St. Edmund, became a priest, and took vows
to enter the Dominican Order,7 Further, it can be seen
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